
 

DECLARATION OF MEXICO 

 

At the end of the Fourth Ibero American Forum on Records Evaluation (FIED), that took 

place in Mexico City from May 23rd to May 25th, 2012, the members of the Reflection 

Group of the Project Appraisal of documents in Ibero America:  

 

STATE 

• The validity of realities expressed in August 2009, in Cordoba, Argentine, as 

conclusion of the first FIED meeting, particularly in relation with the necessity of 

moving forward in order to implement criteria, methodologies and techniques on 

records evaluation to guarantee the efficiency and effectiveness of the 

recordkeeping systems in organizations and resources rationality in management 

of the documental heritage, assuring preservation of the collective memory, as 

well as the convenience to prosper in works that allow the conceptual and 

terminological standardization and homologation of the records evaluation 

process. 

• The Second and Third FIED, that took place in San José, Costa Rica and in Lima, 

Peru, in 2010 and 2011, respectively, verified the coincidences in methodology, 

educational resources and basic contents of the educational programs of 

teaching centers of the Region, despite of terminological differences and 

institutional regulations, as well as the convenience of terminology 

conceptualization, creating tendencies without imposing the use of a unique 

definition. 

• In the countries of the Region studied there are, at the methodological level, 

different theoretical approaches, important differences in its application, in the 

regulation practices at the juridical and administrative level, as well as in 



procedures, and in the management of the evaluation process and execution of 

its results. 

• The five areas of study of FIED group have arrived to agreements and developed 

projects that must be disseminated to verify their validity in other fields. 

• To share knowledge and experiences with records managers and archivists and 

other professionals of different countries and dissimilar realities –both institutional 

and practical- are growing opportunities that contribute to create, state and move 

forward in theories. 

 

Therefore,  

WE DECLARE THAT: 

• Records are created with certain values. Archivists are concerned in recognizing 

these values, regardless the medium, and establish retention periods. 

• It is necessary to reduce the distances between the theoretical reflection and its 

effective practical instrumentation; thus involving in first place records and 

archives professionals in the strategies analysis and instrumentation to modify 

this situation. 

• It is necessary to reach consensus for archival and records concepts and 

similarities of the ones identified in different languages, particularly in the Latin 

field in order to avoid interpretation and misunderstandings and, at the same time, 

to obtain updated and valid knowledge within the international context. Within this 

order of ideas, it is understood in general that the term “evaluation” is the 

appropriate to name the process integrated by appraisal, selection and final 

disposition, understanding this last concept as elimination or transference to 

permanent preservation, despite of  regionally  sound terms accepted because of 

practice. 

• Evaluation process and resulting final disposition instrumentation must be carried 

out with transparency for citizenship and as good governance in every democratic 

State. 



• An evaluation process technically well done provides important benefits to the 

institution, particularly in information quality and economical resources 

profitability. 

• To know how to evaluate records in different media, besides having sound 

knowledge related to approaches, criteria, technical methods and its practical 

instrumentation a professional with decision capacity, ethical responsibility, 

management ability, willingness to team work, tendency for adapting to 

technological changes, open spirit, vocation for research and human rights 

defense, commitment with the profession and the institution of work, is needed. 

• The records manager and archival responsible of record evaluations must include 

specific theoretical knowledge, but also notions on legal, diplomatic, sociological, 

historical and ethical aspects related to the context of records created as well as 

the conceptual and methodological tools of research on these aspects. 

• Sampling is a technique of the quantitative method for social sciences used by 

archival science with specific different purposes; therefore, the instrumentation 

process is different and it is essential to leave evidence of the steps carried out 

for sampling as well as support of the technique and method used in accordance 

with the case and context. 

• Digital records evaluation implies, apart from valid approaches and 

methodologies for any record in traditional supports or media, particularities as 

evaluation policies at the beginning of the life cycle, identification and 

maintenance of context, content and structure in order to have authentic digital 

records in the long term that serve to transparency, access of information, 

juridical security, and research about the past as a memory of institutions.  

 

WE MANIFEST 

.- Our acknowledgement, for the support received, to the  International Council of 

Archives, through the Commission Programs, to the School of Archival Sciences, 

Philosophy and Humanities Faculty, National University of Cordoba (Argentine) were the 

project was based, the General Archive of the Nation from the Argentine Republic, the 



General Archive of the Nation of Mexico, the General Archive of the Nation of the 

Oriental Republic of Uruguay, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru; the Archival Career 

of the Federal Fluminense University, from Niterói RJ (Brazil);  the University of Costa 

Rica,  Information and Documentation Systems Program; La Salle University of Bogota 

(Colombia); the Institute of Research on the University and Education, Archives of the 

National Autonomous University of Mexico , the University School of Library and related 

Sciences of Montevideo (Uruguay), TEAM Mexico of the InterPARES Project, the City 

Hall of Girona, Municipal Arxiu from Girona, Catalonia (Spain) and the Local, Municipal 

and Territorial Archives Section of the International Council of Archives (ICA/SLMT). 

.- Our special acknowledgment to the local institutions that made possible the Fourth 

FIED in Mexico City, apart from the institutions already mentioned above, to the National 

School of Library and Archival Sciences (ENBA);  House of the First Printing Press of 

America,  Metropolitan Autonomous University; the National Network of Superior 

Education Institutions Archives (RENAIES),  The Pos-graduate Program of Library and 

Information Studies of the National Autonomous University of Mexico;  the Support to 

the Development of Archives and Libraries of Mexico Civil Association (ADABI) and 

Bank of Mexico.  

 

AND PROPOSE: 

The creation of interdisciplinary work teams at the national and international level to 

continue with records evaluation studies on the topics that were on debate by this group 

as well as with the possible expansion on new topics related with records evaluation  

 

Mexico City, May 25, 2012 

 


